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P aul H. Stern, Jr. of Decatur, IL passed away on June 7, 2020 at

the Illinois Veteran’s Home in Quincy, IL.

Private Graveside services for Paul will be held at Graceland Cemetery in Decatur, IL. Military

honors will be given by the Macon County Honor Guard. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be
made to the Illinois Veteran’s Home, Hammond Hall in Quincy, IL or the Macon County Animal
Shelter.

Paul was born on March 1, 1931 in Decatur, IL, the son of Paul H. Stern, Sr and Hattie M.
(Koszcesza) Stern.

Paul is survived by his daughter, Deborah (Hardy) Pate of Blue Mound, IL ; Grandson Hardy Pate,
Jr of Mt. Zion, IL; Granddaughter Tracy Pate ( John Charlton) of Macon, IL; Great-Granddaughter
Bryanna Roy of Macon, IL; Sister Carolyn (Melvin) Lloyd of Canton, OH, Niece Cheryl Yingling

of Canton, OH, and Son David Stern.

Paul was preceded in death by his parents, his second wife Virginia ( Jarmer) Stern, and his third
wife, Patricia (Rousch) Stern.

Paul was a locomotive engineer for Northfork & Southern Railroad, retiring after 42 years of
service. He was called to active duty with the Illinois National Guard 44th Infantry Division in

1952 and serviced in Korea from 1952-1953. Paul furthered his military career with the Army
Reserve, retiring after 43 years of service as Chief Warrant Officer Four. His highest military
award was the Legion of Merit.

Paul was a member of First Evangelical Lutheran Church in Decatur. He was a life member of
VFW Post #99; Reserve Officers Association; Korean War Veteran’s Association; Iconic Lodge
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#312, Decatur, IL; Consistory and Ansar Shrine, Springfield, IL; American Legion Post #105; Past
President of the 44th Infantry Division Association.

The family has entrusted Graceland/Fairlawn Funeral Home, Decatur, IL with funeral
arrangements.
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Cemetery Details

Graceland Cemetery

2091 N. Oakland Avenue, Decatur IL 62526

(217) 615-0724
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GS G  Smith posted:

Debbie, So sorry i missed Paul’s passing. Wanted to express my sympathies to you and your

family. He was a very nice man and I appreciate his service to our country. I know you did your

best taking care of him. Take care.

July 19 at 8:45 PM

SK Sally Himstedt Kelly posted:

Sending up prayers for your family. Sally Himstedt Kelly

June 10 at 8:56 AM

LE Leonard Estell posted:

Deb so sorry to hear the passing of your dad, wish we could attend service's but we will be

leaving for St. Johns., V.I., Thank you, for making so much possible!!!!!!! Former Caterpillar co-

worker.

June 9 at 11:56 PM

PAGE 6 OF 7



Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Paul by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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